To: Alanna Conley[Conley.Alanna@epa.gov}; Knudsen, Laura[Knudsen.Laura@epa.govl
From: Macintyre, Mark

Sent: Wed 6/8/2016 3:28:59 PM

Subject: Can both of you give this a quick Scan for errors in the Public Meeting or links section?
Thanks! MM

2335355

Proposed EPA Cleanup Plan will make Portland Harbor
safer and healthier for all

Agency sets 60-day comment period and schedules four public meetings-- public
encouraged to provide comment

(Portland — June 8, 2016) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has released its Proposed
Plan to clean up the in-water portion of the Portland Harbor Superfund Site, an industrial
waterway covering approximately 10 miles of the Lower Willamette River, from Broadway
Bridge to the Columbia Slough. EPA proposes to dredge and cap the most contaminated
sediment throughout the 10-mile stretch of the Lower Willamette, in areas where concentrations
pose the highest risk to people, fish, and wildlife.

Other, less contaminated areas will be monitored and allowed to recover naturally. At the end of
construction, EPA estimates that cancer and other serious risks posed by contamination will be
greatly reduced — in many places up to 100 times lower than it is now. Natural recovery will
further reduce these risks to levels deemed acceptable under Superfund and Oregon Department
of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) cleanup programs, but will not eliminate all risks. Active
cleanup work under Alternative I is estimated to take seven years and cost $746 million.

Release of the proposed cleanup plan starts a 60-day public comment period, which EPA
extended from the required 30 days in response to public requests for a longer comment period.
The public is encouraged to provide formal comments on the plan to EPA by August 8, either in
person at public meetings, online or in writing. (Comment period information below)

“The time has come to clean up the Lower Willamette, the lifeblood of Portland’s environment
and economy,” said EPA Regional Administrator Dennis McLerran “Our proposed cleanup plan
is based on the best science and most effective cleanup technologies. Our aim is to make
Portland Harbor healthier and safer for all who treasure and rely on it. We also expect our
cleanup to serve as an engine for local economic development by generating construction jobs
while the project is underway, and leading to an important economic revival by providing
certainty for future development.”

McLerran’s sentiments were echoed by Jim Woolford, Director of the Office of Superfund and
Remediation and Technology Innovation in EPA’s Headquarters Office in Washington, D.C.

“Release of this plan is a significant milestone in the path to cleaning up the Portland Harbor
Site,” said Woolford, Director of EPA’s Office of Superfund Remediation and Technology
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Innovation in Washington, D.C. “My office has been working with EPA Region 10 and we
believe the proposed alternative s a sound cleanup approach that is consistent with national
regulations and policies.”

The Agency engaged and closely consulted with the ODEQ, six federally recognized tribes and a
wide variety of public and private stakeholders while developing the Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study, which are the basis for the Proposed Plan. Under a 2001 agreement with
ODEQ, EPA manages the cleanup of the in-water cleanup portion of the site and ODEQ is
responsible for the upland portion of the site. EPA’s plan will complement ODEQ’s ongoing
pollution source control work.

“DEQ appreciates the extensive work performed by the many businesses and state and local
governments who partnered with DEQ over the past 15 years to investigate and cleanup the
upland and upriver sources of contamination that could potentially re contaminate Portland
Harbor,” said Pete Shepherd, ODEQ’s Interim Director. “We now look forward to focusing our
efforts on reviewing EPA’s Proposed Plan and working with EPA to implement the cleanup in a
timely manner.”

More than 40 contaminants were found in river sediment at concentrations that pose a risk to
people, fish and wildlife. Some of the contaminants include: polychlorinated bi-phenyls (PCBs),
dioxins/furans, DDT and its byproducts, and poly aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). Resident fish
and shellfish accumulate contaminants that are harmful to people and wildlife. People who eat
resident fish are most at risk from contaminants at the site. The main goal of the cleanup is to
reduce levels of contaminants in fish to allow for human consumption. In addition, productive re-
use of valuable commercial property is also another important benefit of cleanups, according to
EPA’s Regional Administrator.

EPA’s proposed cleanup addresses contaminated sediments through dredging, capping, armoring
or enhanced natural recovery, including removal of over 1,400,000 cubic yards of contaminated
sediments. Approximately 1,900 acres of the site with lower contaminant levels are expected to
recover naturally over time.

EPA has increased outreach to the greater Portland community, offering information sessions,
webinars and open houses to help the public understand what the contamination is, where it is
and why cleanup 1s needed. The public is encouraged to provide formal comments on the plan by
August 8. Four public meetings will be held in and around Portland where EPA will explain the
Proposed Plan and where public comments will be accepted and recorded. These public meetings
are scheduled for the following dates, times & locations:

V June 24, 2016, 11:30am-8pm, City of Portland Building, 1120 SW 5th Ave.

¥V June 29, 2016, 11:30am-8pm, EXPO Center, 2060 N Marine Dr.

V July 11, 2016, 11:30am-8pm, University Place Conference Center, 310 SW Lincoln St.

¥V July 20, 2016, 11:30am-8pm, Ambridge Center, 1333 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd

ED_000959_PST_00289044-00002 09/29/2017 SEMS_295304



EPA will offer two presentations on the Proposed Plan during each Public Meeting at the
following times:

12noon- 12:30pm and 6pm-6:30pm. (4// locations are easily accessible via MAX trains and
bus lines)

Russian, Spanish, Vietnamese, and Chinese interpreters will be available during the June 24"
meeting. Please notify Laura Knudsen knudsen laura@epa.gov or 503-326-3280, no later than
two weeks prior to a public meeting to request language interpretation assistance.

Comments can be mailed to: Attn: Harbor Comments, U.S. EPA, 805 SW Broadway St.,
Suite 500, Portland, OR 97205. Comments may be e-mailed to harborcomments@epa.gov. (41l
Comments must be postmarked by midnight, August 8, 2016)

All comments will be recorded, considered and responded to in a document that will accompany
the final cleanup plan or “Record of Decision,” expected in late 2016.

HitH

EPA encourages the public to review the Proposed Plan, Proposed Plan Community Summary or
Fact sheet via:

¥V EPA’s website http://go.usa.gov/3WI2B

V Multnomah County Central Library, 801 SW 10th Avenue, Portland, Or
¥V St. Johns Library, 7510 N Charleston Avenue, Portland, OR

Vv Kenton Library, 8226 N Denver Ave, Portland, OR
Mark A. Maclntyre

Senior Communications Officer

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 10

1200 Sixth Ave. Suite 900

Seattle, WA 98101

(desk) 206-553-7302

(cell) 206-369-7999

macintyre.mark@epa.gov
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